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Our Life is Like a Tale Told
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Our Life is Like a Tale Told
Psalms 90:9

“For all our days are passed away in thy wrath: we spend our years as a tale that is told”.

	The Psalmist said, we spend their lives as a tale told. Now realize the word for tale can be rendered as a thought, a meditation. Here the Psalmist surely gives us a true picture of what life is. His ideal of a tale has in view the brevity, the swiftness of life, how soon they are over. Yes, life is short. However this is not all you see, your life is a story that is told, which has a lasting effect on others.
	At this memorial service, I am sure many of us will take a look back down memory lane thinking of the wonderful person who has blessed our life and their story has helped guide ours. This is what we are a part of today honoring the lives of these men who have told their life story and bless the work of God here at Mountain Ash. They have lived a good life. 
	John Wesley founder of Methodism lived by a creed.
Do all the good you can.
By all the means you can.
In all the ways you can.
In all the places you can.
At all the times you can.
To all the people you can.
As long as you can. This would surely make your life a truly good tale told.
What is the life you’re living today?
What is the message it bears on its way?
Others are waiting oh, what does it say?
What is your life today?


I. Life Like a Story Quickly Comes to an End. 
Vs 9
	Our life is like a story that is told. It is so quickly over. Time goes by so quickly to me, I feel yesterday was New Year's Day and tomorrow will be Christmas day. Yesterday I was in grade school; tomorrow I will be at retirement age. Recently I visited the Pleasant View Elementary school I attended as a child time has gone by so quick. The Bible reminds us in the book of Job 7:6. “My days are swifter than a weaver's shuttle”.

A. Our Story is Short.
	There are a lot of short stories and our life is one of them. James 4:14. “Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away”. Yes a short time. 2 Cor. 4:17. “For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory”. Peter says in 1 Peter 1:24
“For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away”. Job 14:1-2. “Man that is born of a woman is of few days, and full of trouble. He cometh forth like a flower, and is cut down: he fleeth also as a shadow, and continueth not”. Ps 90:12. “So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom”. Life is short.


B. Our Story will Stop.
	Now the writer says we spend our years as a tale that is told. Meaning it is short and will come to an end. Our life story will stop, when death comes, the story will be done. Hebrews 9:27. “And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment”. We also read in 1 Corinthians 15:22 “For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive”. Now I realize I have only one life to live. I am 61 years old and I have been at Mtn. Ash for some 44 years, to me it has gone by so quick and soon it will be over.
	This is why I try to do all I can for Jesus, try to reach people try to love people. I am not wasting time. I'm going to take every day and squeezing it. My life story will soon be over.

II. Life like a Story Can Quietly be Very Effective. Vs 9 
	Yes, our life is short, like a tale that is told, your life's story can be very effective to help someone else. This is why we should make our life count for God to help others. In the Bible a man lived in such a way, even God was affected by him. We read in Acts 10:4. “Thy prayers and thine alms are come up for a memorial before God”. God said I will never forget you’re given to the poor, your good deeds. Yes, God does see your good deeds and those around you are seeing them as well.
	You are writing a gospel, a chapter each day.
By the deeds that you do, and the words you say.
Men read what you write, whether faithful or true.
Just what is the gospel according to you? Your life will affect someone, your family, and your friends.

A. You Should Affect your Family.
	Here is the first place our life is able to help someone else. This is the most important place and the most powerful as well. Many successful people look back to their parents influence as the cause of their success; maybe a father's leadership or a mother's guidance. Their life story helped us today. Today young people are having great problems with drugs. Many say, but you didn’t have that problem in your generation. But folks, I did. Yes, we had a drug problem in our home when I was younger. I was drug to church on Sunday. I was drug out of bed early to work in the fields.
I was drug away from TV to work and do chores.
I was drug to the woodshed when I was disobedient.
I was drug to my neighbors to help them in their time of need. And do you know I still have those drugs in my veins, and they affect my behavior every day. Family is effective parents are so important. You must consider this I think of the story of Suzanne Wesley, etc.

B. You Should Affect your Friends.
	All of us have a story that someone will read. You will influence someone with your life story. It is a good thing to help those around us, be a friend. When I was first saved at a young age, I remember getting a job at American Greetings in Corbin. We would carpool to get to work. Each morning I would park and a member of our church, by the name of Charles Estes would come out and talk with me. Often he would encourage me. He was a good friend who influenced my life. Every life needs someone good to help influence them. I remember being told about a man who got saved one night a church service. When he testified he said as he pointed to a spot on the wall, or where someone had set for a long time in the same place. He said I watched that man his faithfulness to church and Christ, his influence caused me to come to Christ.
	You may be the only Bible some people will ever read.
I am my neighbors Bible, he reads me when we meet.
Today, he reads me in my home. Tomorrow in the street.
He may be a relative or a friend. A slight acquaintance be.
He may not even know my name. Yet he is reading me.

III. Life Like a Story Can Qualify for a good Ending. Vs 9
	You have an opportunity to live a good life and leave a good story behind. It should be on our mind to live our life with a good end in mind. I heard of a family whose young son wanted a puppy for his birthday. His daddy took him to a pet shop to pick out the one he wanted. There were many to choose from, different breeds, different colors, finally, the little boy saw one wagging its tail as hard is it could. He went over and picked it up and brought it to his father and said this is the one I want. The daddy asked him why he chose that one. He said daddy because I wanted the one that had a happy ending. I want a life with a happy ending too.

A. Not Just in Length but Legacy.
	Our life lives is like a story that is told. Many stories have lived on for years being retold to help encourage many others. It is not the length of your life, but the legacy of your life that really matters, because that's what we leave behind. Revelation 14:13. “Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them”.
Yes, the good works, the story that your life is told will continue to live on the around you. You see a life is for one generation, but a good name is forever. You can imagine your life is like sand on the beach. Every day you leave footprints in the sand. Will you live in such a way that others will choose to follow in your footprints? The poet, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote.
Lives of great men all remind us.
We can make our lives sublime
and departing leave behind us.
Footprints on the sand of time:
It is not always easy to leave a lasting legacy. A professor in a history class said if Columbus had turned back nobody would have blamed him. But nobody would have remembered him either.

B. Not Just Here but Hereafter.
	Some stories told have lasted for a long time after the one who told it is gone. Such is a good life. Like DL Moody, who died at the age of 62, many many years ago even though he died his name and life story lives on. We often talk about the Moody church, the Moody printing press, or the Moody school. Like many great men their stories are still being told and still blessing people. Many of us carry a Scofield reference Bible by the name of C. I. Scofield still blessing others. Some leave buildings with their names on them their life lives on. 	Like a lady in the Bible. Mark 14:9. “Verily I say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached throughout the whole world, this also that she hath done shall be spoken of for a memorial of her”. I often wonder what I could do for Jesus that would last beyond me and bless others even after I am gone. I want to leave a good legacy behind, something that can help others when I'm gone. Like the old song that says
Only one life, will soon be past.
Only what's done, for Christ will last.
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